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CAPITAL  CORN  DISTILLERS 

O  F 

SCOTLAND; 

CONTAINING 

OBJECTIONS  TO  A  BILL, 

PREPARED  TO  BE  PRESENTED  TO 

PARLIAMENT, 


ENTITLED, 

“  A  Bill  for  difcontinning  the  former  Duties 
“  on  Low  Wines  and  Spirits ;  for  granting 
“  other  Duties  in  lieu  thereof ;  and  for  regu- 
u  lating  the  making  of  Low  Wines  and  Spi- 
“  rits  in  Scotland,  brought  for  Confumption 
“  into  England.” 


THE  Fourth  Article  of^Union  declares,  «  That 
«  all  Subjects  of  the  United  Kinodom,of  Great 
«  Britain,  Ihall  have  full  freedom  and  inter  courfe  of 

B  «  Trade 


t 
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“  Trade  and  Navigation,  to  and  from  any  port,  or 
u  place,  within  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  Domi-* 
, “  nions  and  Plantations  thereunto  belonging;  and  that 
“  there  be  a  communication  of  all  other  rights ,  privi - 
u  leges ,  advantages ,  which  do,  or  may  belong  to 

“  the  Subjects  of  either  Kingdom. 


Article  i  8th  provides,  “  That  the  Laws  concerning 
Ppt he  regulations  of  Trade ,  Cujloms ,  Juch  Excifes,  to 

^24  4** ■  2“  which  Scotland  is  by  virtue  of  the  Treaty  to  be 
.  -  u  liable,  be  the  Jame  in  Scotland  as  in  England.” 

The  Union  of  the  Kingdoms  is  not  federal,  but 
incorporating;  every  meafnre,  therefore,  which  related 
to  both,  has  hitherto  been  efteemed  in  proportion  as  it 

«r 

tended  to  render  that  National  Union  more  complete. 
The  Subjects  of  Great  Britain  have,  ever  fince,  enjoyed 
the  fame  encouragements  and  drawbacks,  and  have  been 
fubjefted  to  the  fame  prohibitions,  reftriftions,  and  re-* 
gulations,  in  the  matter  of  their  Trade. 


& ,  v<~ 
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r^A  ^ie  ^u*les  °f  ^xcije,  in  particular,  have  been  I 

^  levied  under  the  fame  Laws,  and  in  all  refpe£ts  in  the  I 
//X  /  /  fame  I 
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fame  manner ,  with  the  Excife  in  England.  '  The  prefent 
Bill  is  the  fil'd  attempt  that  has  been  made  to  defir oy 
the  principles  of  the  Union ;  to  difunite  the  Kingdoms  ; 
and  to  edablifli  Laws  of  Excife,  and  redriftions  upon 
the  Trade  of  the  one  Country,  different  from,  and  de-< 
dedruftive  to,  the  Trade  of  the  other. 


The  partial  and  dangerous  tendency  of  this  Bill  will 
be  more  plainly  unfolded,  by  a  fhort  flatement  of  the 

4 

proceL  of  Biflilkition,  and  of  the  Laws  eftablifhing 

- 

the  Excife  upon  Corn  Spirits. 


Spirits  are  alfo  drawn  from  melaffefs,  and  other 
materials,  and  fubje£ted  to  fepciate  Duties. 

w: .  •  -  .  - 

*  •  i 

* 

The  fil'd  part  of  the  fird  mentioned  procefs  is,  to  A/A*  A/L  ^ 

mix  the  propofed  quantities  of  bruifed  malt  and  barley  /£+.  AAr-^  AA>A/J/v^  A. 
with  due  proportions  of  water,  in  a  large  veffel,  which  At 

is  termed  the  Majh  Tun#  Of  thefe  quantities,  A- 

V 

is  generally  malt,  and  the  other  two  thirds  barley,  or 
barley  and  wheat. 


From 


From  this  mixture  the  worts  are  made,  and  drawn 
off  into  another  veflel,  called  the  Under  Batch  ;  from 
thence  pumped  into  Coolers' ;  then  let  down  into  the 
Fermenting  Batch  :  There  it  continues  in  a  date  of  fer-* 
mentation,  for  a  confiderable  time ;  and  from  that  time 
receives  the  name  of  Wafh,  This  fubdance  diddled, 
produces  an  imperfeft  Spirit,  known  in  the  Statutes, 

1  and  in  Practice,  by  the  name  of  Low  Wines . 

C  ' 

The  Low  Wines  thus  didilled,  or  extracted  from 
the  Wafh ,  go  under  the  name  of  the  firjl  extraction, 
Thefe  Low  Wines  being  again  didilled,  the  Spirits  are 
produced. 

The  fird  Statute  edabliftiing  a  Duty  on  Spirituous 
Liquors,  pafled  in  the  i  2  th  of  Charles  the  Second. — 
The  Duties  are  thereby  ordered  to  be  levied  upon  each 
gallon  of  the  Low  Wines  and  Spirits  of  the  firjl  ex - 
tradion ,  as  the  mod  eligible  method  for  the  Revenue ; 
i,  e.  one  part  of  the  Duties  were  charged  upon  the 
Low  Winesj  and  the  other  upon  the  Spirits ;  thefe 

charges 
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•  *  *  -  ►  *  - 

charges  being  intended  •  to  check  and  balance  each 
other. 

The  Low  JVines  being  four  times,  and  the  Spirits 
fix  times,  lefs  in  quantity  than  the  Wafh ,  and  confe- 
quently  more  valuable  in  the  fame  proportion,  were 
upon  that  account  abftra&ed  and  concealed. 

Therefore,  by  the  fourth  of  Queen  Anne  a  new 
mode  of  Excife  was  eftabliffied  :  The  JVafh  itjelf  was 
ordered  to  be  gauged  in  the  veffel ;  and  as  experience 
had  proved,  that  a  hundred  gallons  of  Wafh  produced 

t 

fifteen  gallons  of  Spirits ,  therefore,  the  Duties  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  be  charged  upon  the  Low  Wines  and  Spi¬ 
rits  in  this  manner,  viz.  the  Wafh  as  producing  one 
fourth  Low  Wines,  and  the  Low  Wines  three  fifths  of 
Spirits . 

*  **  , 

This  was  intended  to  put  an  end  to  former  Frauds ; 

becaufe  the  Wafh,  as  already  noticed,  muft  remain  a  con-' 
fiderable  time  under  the  eye  of  the  Officer  ;  whereas, 
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the  Low  Wines  are  immediately  reducible  into  Spirits 
by  a  quick  distillation.  Again,  the  abftra&ion  or  con-* 
cealment  of  Wcijh  was  difficult,  by  reafon  of  its  quan-» 
tity ;  and  that  quantity,  though  concealed,  could  not 
be  of  value  fufficient  to  repay  the  trouble  or  rilk  of 
the  attempt. 


The  words  of  the  Statute  are  explicit :  “  And 

“  whereas,  it  is  found  by  experience,  that  every  quan- 
«  tity  of  Wafli  made  of  drink,  brewed,  or  made  from 
“  malted  Corn,  will,  upon  diftillation,  produce  one 
“  fourth  part  of  the  fame  quantity  into  Low  Wines ,  or 
u  Spirits  of  the  firft  extratUon  ;  and  that  thefe  Low 
Wines,  or  Spirits,  upon  the  Jecond  difl illation,  will 
“  produce  three  fifth  parts  of  the  quantity  of  the  fame 
“  Low  Wines,  or  Spirits,  into  Troof  Spirits ,  or  Spirits  of 
“  the  fecond  extraction  :  And  whereas,  many  Diftillers  do 
“  hide  and  conceal  great  quantities  of  fuch  Loxv  Wines 
“  and  Spirits  from  the  fight  and  view  of  the  Gauger,  be-* 
“  fore  he  can  come  to  take  an  account  of  the  fame  ;  by 
“  means  whereof  her  Majefty  may  be  very  much  de-r 

“  frauded 


(  7  ) 

«  frauded  of  her  Duties  on  fuch  Low  Wines  and  Proof 
«  Spirits,  granted  by  this  or  any  other  Aft  or  Afts  of 
“  Parliament,  for  the  Duties  on  Low  Wines  and  Spirits. 

“  Be  it  therefore  enafted,  that  from  and  after  the  2  4th 
“  of  March  1705,  it  ffiall  be  lawful  for  the  Officers 
“  of  Excife,  to  keep  an  account  of  all  the  feveral  forts 
“  of  Wajh  which  (hall  be  found  in  the  hands  of  any 
“  Diftiller,  and  to  charge  fuch  Diftiller  with  fo  much 
“  Low  Wines  or  Spirits,  of  the  firft  extraftion,  as  one 
“  fourth  part  of  the  faid  Waffi,  fo  decreafed,  ffiall 
“  amount  to ;  and  alfo  with  fo  much  Proof  Spirits, 

» 

“  or  Spirits  of  the  fecond  extraftion,  as  thiee  fifths  of 
«  the  faid  Low  Wines  ffialf  amount  to.” 

Additional  Duties  were  impofed  by  the  8th  of 
Queen  Anne;  and  by  the  1  6th,  19th,  24th,  and  53d 
of  George  the  Second;  and  by  the  2d  of  his  prefent 
Majefty. 

All  thefe  Duties  extended  to  Scotland,  excepting 
the  1  6th  and  24th  of  the  late  King;  from  which  the 
Spirits  manufaftured  in  Scotland  are  exempted. 


The 
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The  Duties  impofed  by  the  Aft  of  the  1 6th  were, 
one  penny  upon  the  gallon  of  Low  Wines,  and  three 
pence  upon  the  gallon  of  Spirits,  befides  certain  rates 
upon  Licences  to  be  taken  out  by  the  retailers ;  and  by 
the  24th,  they  are  one  penny  half  penny  upon  the  gal¬ 
lon  of  Low  Wines,  and  four  pence  half-penny  upon  the 
gallon  cf  Spirits,  with  additions  upon  Licences, 

The  exemption  in  favours  of  Scotland  is,  in  both 
Afts,  expreffed  in  the  fame  words,  viz.  “  Provided,  never- 

1 

“  thelefs,  that  nothing  in  this  Aft  contained,  {hall  ex- 
(C  tend  to  charge  with  any  of  the  duties  directed  to  be 

u  paid,  levied,  ox  received,  as  aforefaid,  any  Spirit 

„  >  ‘ 

made  or  diftilled  from  malt,  and  retailed  and  con- 
«  fumed  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot¬ 
er  land,  which  Spirits  are  commonly  called,  and  known, 
“  by  the  name  of  Aqna~Vit & ,  in  that  part  of  the  King- 

“  dom  ;  or  to  fubjeft  the  makers,  fellers,  or  retailers 

% 

a  thereof,  within  that  part  of  the  Kingdom,  to  take 
#  fuch  Licences  as  are  herein  before  direfted.” 

r  \ 

Though 


1 


Though  the  principle  of  this  exemption  be  not  ex- 

% 

preffed  in  the  Statutes,  yet  it  is  eafily  difcoverable  in  their 
purview.  The  Statutes  are  directed  to  give  a  check  to 
a  the  immoderate  drinking  of  diftilled  Spirituous  Li- 
*  quors  by  perfons  of  the  meaneft  and  lowed:  fort  ; 
a  efpecially  in  the  Cities  of  London  and  Weft  minder, 
“  and.  other  Places  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality.” 

It  is  not  faid  that  any  fuch  evil  exifted  in  Scotland. 
The  fame  remedy,  therefore,  was  not  neceffary  ;  and 
from  the  debates  at  the  time,  it  appears  that  thefe 
Duties  were  judged  to  be  above  the  abilities  of  the  com* 
won  people  in  Scotland ;  to  many  of  whom  the  mode¬ 
rate  ufe  of  Spirits  was  rather  neceffary  than  hurtful,  in 
their  Northern  Climate  :  Accordingly,  it  is  obfervable, 
that  the  exemption  refpefts  only  Aqua-Vitte^  and  no 
other  kind  of  Spirits. 

In  the  Statutes  alluded  to,  and  all  the  Afts  made  in 
behalf  of  the  Duties  of  Excife,  it  has  uniformly  been 
provided,  in  terms  of  the  Articles  of  Union,  “  That  all 

D  “  the 
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the  Duties  in  Scotland  fliall  be  under  the  manage-* 
“  ment  of  the  Scottifh  Board  of  Commiffioners,  and 

i  * 

“  the  Englifi ?  Duties  under  the  Englifh  Commiffioners.” 

*  *  ^  , 
The  provifo  in  the  Acts  relating  to  Spirits  is  as  foL* 
lows :  “  And  for  the  better  afcertaining,  charging, 

a  collecting,  raifing,  levying,  and  fecuring  the  Rates 
“  and  Duties  by  this  Aft  impofed  on  the  faid  Spiritu-* 
“  ous  Liquors,  and  preventing  frauds  therein,  be  it 
“  further  enafted,  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  that  fuch 
“  of  the  faid  Rates  and  Duties  by  this  Aft  granted,  as 
“  are  charged  upon  Spirituous  Liquors  made,  extracted,. 
“  and  manufactured  in  England,  Wales,  and  the  Town- 
“  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  fliall  be  under  the  receipt 
«  and  management  of  the  Commiffioners  and  Officers 
«  of  his  Majefty’s  Revenues  of  Excife  in  England  for 
the  time  being  ;  and  fuch  of  the  faid  Rates  and 
“  Duties  as  are  impofed  by  this  Aft  upon  Spirituous 
“  Liquors  made,  extrafted,  and  manufaftured  in  Scot-* 
“  land,  fliall  be  under  the  receipt  and  management  of 
“  the  Commiffioners  and  Officers  of  Excife  in  Scotland 
«  for  the  time  being.” 


The 
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The  practice  of  the  Excife  in  England,  fince  the 
fourth  of  Queen  Anne,  has  been,  to  charge  the  Dif- 
tillers  with  the prejumptive  or  calculated  produce  of  the  • 
Walli,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  gallons  of  Low  Wines, 
of  the  firfl  extraction,  and  fifteen  gallons  of  Spirits,  of  the 
fecond  or  lalt  extraction,  upon  every  hundred  gallons  of 
Wafli,  without  waiting  for,  or  attending,  either  the  firft 
diftillation  of  the  Low  Wines,  or  the  fecond  of  the  Low 
Wines  into  Spirits.  Neither  has  enquiry  been  made, 
whether  their  real  produce  turned  out  to  more  or  to  lejs . 
The  Diftiller  having  paid  thefe  Duties,  has  been  at  liberty 
to  difpofe  of  the  Spirits  extracted,  without  controul.  Were 
the  aCtual  produce  to  anfwer  the  prefumptive  or  ftatutory 
quantities,  then  the  real  (lock  of  Spirits  in  the  Ware- 
houfes  of  the  Manufacturer  might  be  known  at  any 
time,  by  the  Officer’s  Account. 


The  Excife  in  Scotland  followed  the  fame  rule  im 
charging  the  Duties;  but  did  not  allow  the  Diftiller  the 
fame  liberty  after  they  tv  ere  charged . 


The 
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The  poard?  prefuming  that  no  more  could  be  drawn 
*  y^.  /  a  t  t 

^4  /^t'jr0m  the  TVaJh  than  the  quantity  mentioned  in  the  Sta-< 
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^vr"^^Tf#"tutes,  refufed  to  give  permit  for  the  removal  of  any 
more  Spirits  than  the  quantity  ;  thereby  holding 

£4%,  i-r /l  Ct'»Uir  &r~  m  %  ,  J.  . 

/  , ;  .the  aSVoc£  (that  is,  the  Spirits  ready  for  fale  in  a  Diftiller’s 

fa /A-  /aJci  h*/u  f?0®2®011?  which  cannot  be  carried  out,  or  removed, 
r;yt'  J_/>i  ,  /f  v  ^without  a  written  permit  from  the  Excife)  of  the  Diftil- 

.pier  to  be  no  more  nor  lefs,  than  the  prefumptive  produce 
ff  f,  f  fifteen  gallons  of  Spirits  to  the  hundred  of  JVaflj  : 

f  rns  /^Ct^^^Nay,  upon  the  fame  principle,  the  Officers  were  di- 

/r  /fft.  fretted  to  make  feizures  of  the  furplus  quantities,  when 

rAxfJz  sr  /^/^tfound,  upon  fuppofition  that  fuch  furplus  had  been  ac- 

ff c<>  ^  ^^tually  drawn  from  co7icealed  or  ab drafted  IVafb. 

n+'  ft  Stftfr 

improvements,  however,  had  been  made  in  the  arts 


fU'ff  ^  M.  Fermentin§  aRd  Diftilling,  whereby  the  ftatutory 
^  ,  />  proportions  were,  de  fafto ,  altered;  that  is,  more  than 

,.Ws„/4  sfspr  fi&e^Q  gallons  of  Spirits  were  drawn  from  the  him- 

gallons  of  Waffi,  by  the  fldlful  in  the  bufinefs ; 
/f  tfrr*'  ^iSArfdh  fL  and  for  thofe  furplus  Spirits,  the  Diftillers  in  Eng- 

land  were  charged  with  no  Duties  whatever*  Nor 

U l'rA^£-<-  '  Sy  Was 

/T tuJ  ‘H-f'd  £  f  /  ft's  //spxy 
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was  this  circumftance  unknown  to  the  Public,  or  the 
Officers  of  the  Revenue,  at  the  time  the  late  additional 
duties  were  laid  on.  It  was  not  judged  to  be  an  ob« 
jeffi,  as  an  increafe  of  the  duties  at  a  rate  certain,  a c- 
cording  to  the  eftabliffied  rule,  equally  anfwered  the 
purpofe  of  the  Legiflature.  5 


This  furplus,  however,  increafed  in  proportion  to  ,  a  ,  7 . 

new  difcoveries  in  method.  And  the  mode  of  Ex-  /  0  s, A  — 

cife  left  the  Engliffi  Diftiller  at  liberty  to  difpofe  of^^  ^ 
the  Spirits  obtained,  with  eafe  and  fafety — Permits 
for  the  removal  or  carriage  of  any  quantity  being 
given,  and  no  correfpondence  required  between  the  Stock 
and  the  Excife  Accounts. 


Some  years  ago,  a  few  Diftillers  in  Scotland  hav¬ 
ing  attended  to  the  advantages  which  the  London  Dif- 
tillers  enjoyed,  by  the  extent  of  their  work,  and  their 
mode  of  confuming  the  grains  or  refufe,  in  the  fatten¬ 
ing  of  hogs,  determined  to  ereCt  Manufactories  upon 
the  fame  plan.  The  materials  of  building,  the  price 

r  > ' - ^  r  B  j  of 
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of  labour,  and  of  fewel,  were  a  great  deal  lower 
than  the  fame  articles  in  London ;  and  the  diffe* 
rence  upon  thefe  particulars  appeared  of  itfelf  a  con* 
fiderable  object. 


Thefe  Diftilleri^/naturally  attracted  a  particular  at* 
tendon  from  the  Board  in  Scotland ;  and  it  is  a  well 
known  fa£t,  that  nothing  can  exceed  the  care  and 
anxiety  under  which  the  produce  of  them  has  been  all 
along  ex  rife  d . 


It  will  be  remembered,  that  the  Duties  are  charged 
by  Law  upon  the  abfolute  quantity  of  the  Spirits,,  and 
not  upon  the  quality  or  jlrength 


\  //v  ^  Manufacturers  were,  upon  that  account,  necef* 

/C:  %/s  ^■^^/^^fitated  to  draw  off  their  Spirits  at  the  higheft  Jlrength 
Sfv  —  in  their  power. 

*  /t j'  f-  ,■ 

mountaneous  Part  °f  the  Country,  fo  favou- 


v/^rable  to  fraudulent  Diftillery,  and  the  extent  and 

nature 
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nature  of  the  Coafls  equally  favourable  to.  the  fmuig-  1  *  >  ■ 1  *'  /c ' 
gling  of  foreign  Spirits,  hurt  the  fale  of  thofe  mama*  c^-7  '’~yr 

r  Ct  I  1  *fr*  , .  ''4*/ t  ^  t/  1 1  /b 

ractured  and  paid  for  according  to  Law..  V  /  ->  >4,  ,  •  - 

0  f  yi  A,  -f  <  y/ir 

f  1  _  yi  t  *  ~ 

In  the  year  1778,  the  Diftillers  tried  the  expend  y  2  Jv/fX,  <  £  A- 

ment  of  fending  a  part  of  their  produce  to  London^  *6 v  1/0  ^  v 

and  as  the  Spirits  were  fold  in,  greater  quantities,  s~\  ^  ■/  ^ 

and  the  returns  quicker  made,,  the  Trade  appeared  tO' 
be  worth,  their  attention,  and  preferable  to  the  perpe* 
tual  ftruggle  which  it  behoved  them  to  carry  on  againfl 
the  numerous  and  univerfal  fmugglers  in  their  own 
Country. . 


No  Law  or  Statute  had  exprefsly  provided,  that  • 

Spirits  diftilled  in  Scotland  fhould  be  charo-ed  with  any  ^ 

f*  ,1  ,•  *-  'Pis'/  rff 

further  Duties  upon  carriage  to  England,  than  thofe  ✓  ■  .  < 

.  t  sn  a  ft  -P  j-v-oc? 

impojed  fin  Scotland »  At  the  fame  time,  the  exempt  ,v— 

tion  given  to  the  Scottifh  Diftillery,  as  before  noticed,^  ^ 

is,  by  the  words  of  the  Statute,  limited  to  the  cmjumftf 
tion  and  retail  of  that  Country,  ,  :  .  -  » 

*  j't-  'fcC'/'t-A-  ^  3 

//xi.  /./ <•  ^^2BDSBjsr^ V  *  /x  *7  /}  JU. 

A/ 


(  *6  ) 

Thougl ^  it  had  not  been  fo  expreffed,  Juftice  re¬ 
quired  an  additional  charge  to  be  made,  equal  to  the 
difference  paid  in  England  upon  Spirits  fent  there 

t  t  4 

from  Scotland,  otherwife  the  Scottifti  Diftiller  muft 
have  enjoyed  an  unfair  advantage  over  thofe  of  Eng~ 
/  /  ^^Jand.  The  Scottilh  Board  of  Exdfe  was  fo  attentive 

^  t^iat  they  refiffect  to  permit  a  fingle  gallon  to 

Jic  be  fent  to  London,  without  immediate  payment  of  a 

<^H?Duty  equal  to  thofe  impofed  by  the  i  6th  and  24  th  of 


George  the  Second  upon  the  Diftillery  of  EnglancL 


*  •  ■  * 

$/i  *  .  • . 

^  y  aJ- ur&a,/-  Thefe  Duties,  being  precifely  eleven  pence  and  two 

thirds  of  jLJ>enny  per  gallon^  were,  with  propriety, 
called  the  equalizing  Duties * 


It  is  now  time  to  inquire,  whether  upon  thefe  pre- 
mifes,  the  Scottilh  Diftiller  enjoyed  any  real  advantage 
over  his  Brethren  of  the  fame  Trade  in  London,  in  the 
matter  of  public  Duties ,  fo  as  to  enable  the  former  to 
tmderfell  the  latter  at  his  own  market. 

*  1 


* 


it 


It  is  evident,  that  if  the  Diftillery  of  Scotland  had 
not  been  exempted  from  a  part  of  the  Duties  upon 
Spirits,  by  the  16th  and  24th  of  George  the  Second, 
it  behoved  both  Countries  to  be  upon  a  par  with  re - 
fpe5i  to  Duties ;  becaufe  the  fame  fums  would  have 
been  paid  and  charged  in  eactu 


But  it  has  been  fliown,  that  the  Scottifh  Diftiller,. 


tsr )  sn  o-JTs j 

by  the  rigour  of  the  Excife  in  that  Country,  flood  de- 
prived,  or  at  leaft  circumfcribed  in  the  free  ufe  of  the  '  1 

aCtual  produce  or  furplus  of  the  Spirits  over  fifteen  ^  ^  ~ 

gallons  to  one  hundred;  whereas  thofe  in  England 


were  allowed  the  benefit  of  that  furplus  Spirit,  to  the 
utmoft  extent  fkill  and  ingenuity  could  produce* 


It  has  alfo  been  noticed,  that  in  order  to  fecure  an 
equality,  fo  far  as  it  could  be  done,  the  -  Scottifli  Di-» 
ftiller  was  obliged  to  draw  off  his  Spirits  at  the 

* 

high e A  ftrength  in  his  power* 


Within  the  walls  of  their  refbeftive  Diftilleries  then 
it  is  undeniable,  that  the  London  Manufacturer  has,  and 


(  i8  ) 


/A a 


y  does  at  this  moment  enjoy,  a  plain  advantage  upon 


— 


the  data  here  dated* 


The  only  circumdance  remaining  to  complete  the 
demondration,  is,  to  compare  the  effefts  of  the  alledged 
Scottifh  Jlrength  or  over  Proof  with  the  Englidi  free 
furplus ;  and  to  enquire,  whether  or  not  the  Scottifh 
Didiller  has,  by  that  means,,  any  advantage  in  the  pay~ 
ment  of  the  equalizing  Duty  ;  for  there ,  and  there  alone , 
the  difference  (if  any)  mud  be  difcovered. 


The  London  Didillers  have  often  admitted,  and  do 
admit,  in  the  Plan  of  the  intended  Bill  (which 
^  here  be  confidered  as  originating  with  them)  that 

^  ^ave?  and  do  aftually  obtain,  twenty  gallons  of 

'Spirits,  one  to  ten  over  hydrometer  Proof;  that  is  to 
.lay,  that  the  quality  of  the  faid  twenty  gallons  ad- 
'  '  ^TA  mits 


aJ-  /i: 


■-  x  - 
x-  /  /Lt* 


quality  ot  the  iaici  twenty 

4ru  mits  a  mixture  °f  two  gallons  of  water,  to  reduce 

$»(*#/ *//&/*  them  t0  hydrometer  Proof* 

4  A  yf  tyA/s/ 

*  The  prefumptive  or  calculated  produce  is,  as  above 
™^^^ienti0ned,  fifteen  gallons  of  Spirits  to  one  hundred 

gallons 

zj)  AL. 

f  t  /  A>  /<!>.  A.  A.  /Ap  ^'ecU'f  y. /, 

Astray*-  y  at-  au 


-Al*<  tX- 


(/? 


(  IQ  ^  ^ 

gallons  of  Wafh  ;  and  confequentlv  it  is  a  cl  r  n  i  lit;  e  d  | *  * 

that  the  exaft  furplus  is  feven  gallons  of  Spirits, y  For  ^  /£j^~ 

which  no  Duty  is  paid.  ^/A 


Let  it  be  fuppofed,  according  to  the  data  of  the 
Bill,  that  no  more  than  twenty-two  gallons  can  be  /#/**■> 
obtained  from  one  hundred  gallons  of  Wadi ;  and 


^2  £?/~  J  /  /}  tO 

yyiiw  /***"**+ 1 

alfo,  that  the  Spirits  fent  to  London  were,  and  are,  /  *, 

de  faEiO)  forty  per  cent,  over  Proof. 


If  then  the  London  Diftillers  have  feven  gallons 
of  furplus  Spirits,  free  from  Duty,  upon  every  fifteen 

gallons,  they  have,  of  confequence,  forty-fix  gallons 

* 

and  two  thirds  upon  every  hundred  gallons  of  Spirits 
hydrometer  Proof,  without  Duty . 

#  -  -  — — » 

The  Scots,  upon  {hipping  their  Spirits  for  London, 
pay  the  equalizing  Duty  upon  each  hundred  gallons ; 
but  it  is  alledged,  that  each  of  thefe  hundred  gal¬ 
lons  contains  one  hundred  and  forty  gallons  hydro¬ 


meter 


* 


(  20  ) 

jjietex  Proof ;  and  confequently,  that  forty  gallons  of 
each  hundred  efcape  the  equalizing  Duties. 


It  cannot  be  pretended,  that  the  equalizmg  Duties 
unfairly  charge ^  and  therefore,  it  follows,  that 

jf  c  a  *  *  *  * 


/tiL 


&**£ 


jr  s  ^  .  j£. he  Diftiller  of  each  Country  pays  the  full  and  equal 

***.  s-^a  *  /j)uties  upon  every  hundred  gallons  of  Spirits  (the- 

/  7  Eng-liih  at  one  payment  and  the  Scots  at  two)  and 
^  sr  A.  °  . 

^ie  London  Diftiller  has  a  fixed  advantage  of  fix 

/^gallons  and  two  thirds  of  a  gallon,  Duty  free,  over  the 


/  ^Scottifh  Trader,  even  fuppofing  the  Spirits  imported  by 

ihe  latter  to  be  forty  per  cent.  \  >  /’  •  * 

-4  -*  /.  y  ~  y//c 

Y  a  .  />*-/>!? it  lO  'f  \  s  s&7*  4/  ' 

i  '  /  ^  /  This  pofnt  cannot  be'  made  too  plain.. 


Au 4~~~ 


t 

If  fifteen^  the  prefumptive  charge,  gives  twenty-two, 
(the  aftual  produce)  one  hundred  will  give  one  hun«- 

'  *  r 

dred  and  forty-fix  two  thirds ;  therefore,  the  Englifh 
have  forty-fix  gallons  and  two  thirds,  hydrometer  Proof,, 
of  advantage  on  every  hundred  gallons  they  pay  Duty  for. 
In  Scotland  the  Diftillers  ought  to  have  the  fame  advan* 
tage,  fo  far  as  refpects  the  ScottijCh  Duties. 

In 


I 


(  2  1  ) 


S~\ 

In  the  equalizing  Duties  it  is  otherwiie;  the  Scots  "  ^  ‘  ^ 

pay  them  upon  each  hundred  gallons.  The  fuppofed 


V' 


forty  then  only  remain  to  them,  inftead  of  the  forty-fix  j^/y *yCz 
and  two  thirds  fa ved  by  the  Englifh,  who  pay  the  /g~ 

Duties  all  at  once  upon  the  Wafh.  In  place  of  gaining, 


therefore,  by  the  (trength  of  their  Spirits,  the  Scots  lofe 
the  advantage  of  the  equalizing  Duties  upon  fix  gallon*, 
and  two  thirds,  which  they  ought  to  have  had  upon  every 
hundred  fent  to  London,  even  at  the  rate  of  40  per  cent. 
— Or  in  other  words,  they  bring  no  more  than  1 40  to 
the  London  Market,  for  payment  of  the  very  fame  Duties 
with  the  Diftiller  who  produces  146  two  thirds  upon 
the  fpot. — In  money,  this  is,  of  aftual  lofs,  five  {hillings 
and  four  pence  upon  every  hundred  gallons. 


But  thq^Bill  fets  forth,  that  the  ftrengths  of  the  Spi¬ 
rits  fent  London  are  from  thirty  to  forty  per  cent. 
The  foregoing  comparifon  has  been  inftituted  at  the 
higheft ;  but  if  taken  at  thirty,  the  odds  is  no  lefs  than 
fixteen  gallons  and  two  thirds ;  or  thirteen  {hillings  and 
three  pence. 

G  The 


% 


(  22  ) 

The  only  thing  to  balance  this,  is  a  difference  all' 
along  fubfifting  upon  the  Malt  Duties  of  Scotland  and 
,  England,  which  was  not  added  to  the  equalizing  Duties, 
y  becaufe  of  its  infignificance.  But  fuppofing  that  difi* 

^  /  v  ' '  ference  to  be  charged  upon  every  gallon  of  Spirits 

— X —  {hipped  in  Scotland,  whether  made  from  Scotch  or  Eng* 

' ijh  Malty  it  would  not  amount  to  one  penny  per  .gab* 
Ion  ;  which  is  evidently  far  fhort  of  the  advantage  en^ 
joyed  by  the  London  DiftilLers. 


What  precedes,  is  an  exaft  ftatement  of  the  circum* 
fiances  of  the  Engl  ifh  and  Scottifli  Manufacture,  with  re* 
gard  to  public  Duties ;  and  therefore  the  Traders  of  Scotland 
think  themfelves  entitled  to  afliime  it  as  a  principle,  that 
„  .  unlefs  the  London  Diftillers  can  fix  upon  them  the  pofleflion 

of  any  partial  privilege  in  that  article ,  they  have  no 
^  or  pretence  to  exclude  the  Scots,  or  any  of  the 

'3^  /7  A*  fubJeas  Great  Britain,  from  the  Trade  of  Corn 

/‘  Spirits,  or  to  claim  a  monopoly  thereof  for  themfelves., 

/n/'C  A  ^ 

7  ' 


/fey 

AM 
A 


_ 


Although 


(  25  ) 

Although  it  ftiould  be  found,  that  a  difference  in 
favour  of  the  Scots  did  exift,  the  error  ought  only  to 
be  corrected,  and  the  Duties  upon  Spirits  fent  into 
England  juftly  equalized. 


If  the  Scottifh  Diflillers  have  the  benefit  of  labour.  . 

jewel,  building  materials,  and  other  things  necefTary  ^ 
itt  theii  manufactui c,  at  cheaper  rates  than  the  Gentle*  Zf. 

men  of  the  fame  Trade  in  London— If  they  fhall  find^J^ 
themfelves  able  to  combine  other  branches  of  bufinefs,^  ^ ^  J$yU^ 
particularly  that  of  farming,  with  their  manufacture — sd/&L~ 

But  above  all,  if  they  fhall  be  willing  to  content  them* 
felves  with  lower  profits  than  the  London  Diflillers  have  ZviZc,  if  f/lsfti 
been  accuftomed  to — If  they  fhall  alfo  be  content  tafajf) 
live  at  a  tenth  part  of  the  expence  which  thefe  Gen*  /  ,fZi-  :-Z.\ 

tlemen  annually  require,  and  do  not  afpire  at  over-  .  '  //  •  V 

_  r/ - 

grown  fortunes — They,  or  any  other  fubjefts  of  Grea/  ...  ~ 

Britain,  who  chufe  to  adopt  the  fame  plan,  are  entitled  r, ,  r  ,^/L. 
to  demand  the  Law,  or  the  principle  upon  which  they‘d"' 
can  or  ought  to  be  prevented  l  *  r  '  ’■^Zf,/f& 

*  ■  j  --  *■  _  z'/*  •'  7 

/fn  *  /y  c  A  Z</  The 

/  &  <-  jJP <Z/ky\ _ /l  Zl  ^  ^  -  y' 


o. 

1  »  4 


#■ 


L 


(  24  ) 

The  Gentlemen  concerned,  have,  as  they  imagine, 
paved  the  way  for  their  Bill,  by  an  Hiftorical  Pamphlet, 
under  the  title  of  “  The  Corn  Diftillery  Bated  to  the 
“  Confi  deration  of  the  Landed  Inter  eft  of  England*” 

* 

If  falfehood  in  the  fafts,  and  inconfiftency  in  argu-* 
ment,  blended  with  the  meaneft  and  molt  illiberal  ideas, 
ought  to  make  a  performance  contemptible,  this  one  is, 
indeed,  below  contempt. 

ter 


The  fundamental  Propofition  which  the  Author  wifhes 
~  //u  eftablifti,  is,  That  no  Spirits  can  be  made , 

71  ^  c  juflice  to  the  Revenue* *  out  of  London  and  its  Environs . — 

Qwfc  A  T^y  alfcrt?  that  no  Diftillery  ought  to  exift  beyond 

Y  **' .  .✓>  u  *  the  furvey  of  the  General  Excife  in  that  City ;  and 

,  '  x/  /A  /  confequently,  that  the  whole  Trade  Ihould  be  confined 
^  t0  the  Diftillers  of  London. 

4k  <&*»-}** t~ 


This  Propofition  is  without  precedent,  even  in  the 

*  -  » 

annals  of  the  French  Revenue,  for  avarice,  partiality, 
and  contempt  of  the  Rights  of  their  Fellow-Subjefts ! 

The 


! 


•  (  ;  25  ) 

::r  The  Bill  now  in  agitation,  goes  upon  the  fameprin* 
ciples,  direCted  with  particular  hoftility  againft  the  Scot* 
tifh  Manufacture,  •» 

J  .  k  .  .  ■  -  1  -  -  -  - 

•k  ei 

•  g*  ■  ,  t 

t  V  J  i  A  _/  ,  X  k  -  %  *  k  1  -> 

jl 

It  is  divided  into  two  parts.  One  of  them  regards 

the  Regulation  of  the  Trade  in  England,  and  the 

1  * 

other  of  Scotland. 

r  *  •  iO  r  b  •  ,/  i  -Jl  o:'.  i-  .v  t  ui-V;  v;.s 

With  regard  to  England,  the  Bill  dates,-  That  “  in* 

“  conveniences  have  arifen  from  the  mode  of  charging 

i 

a  and  colle&ing  the  former  Rates  and  Duties  upon  Low 
“  Wines  and  Spirits ;  and  that  the  rules  contained  in  the 
^  feveral  fubfifting  Statutes,  for'  preventing  abufes  and 

<<  frauds  therein,  have  been  found  ineffectual there* 

oiixpt * ■  L-  17  . 

“  fore  it  is  propofedy  that  the  whole  of  the  former 
&  Laws  on  that  head  fhould  ceafe ;  and  that  in  lieu 
u  of  the  former  Rates  and  Duties,  there  fhould  be  paid, 
“  during  the  term  of  two  years,-  the  other  Rates  there 
“  propofed,  viz.  For  every  gallon  of  fermented  Wort 

v  o  * 

“  or  Wafh,  brewed  or  made  in  England,,  or  Wales, 
“  or  the  Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  for  extraCt* 

;  '  II  “mg 


;  (  ■*<; ) ) 

“  ing  Spirits  for  home  confumption  from  any  Malt, 
<£  Corn,  Grain,  or  any  mixture  with  the  fame,  to 
“  be  paid  by  the  makers  or  Diftillers  thereof  the  fum 
“  of  feven  pence. 


i. 


That  «  for  every  hundred  gallons  of  Wort,  or 
“  Wafli,  made  or  brewed  from  Malt,  Corn,  Grain,  or 
“  any  mixture  with  the  fame,  the  owner  or  Diftiller 
“  thereof  fliall  have  credit  for  twenty  gallons  of  Spirits 
“  of  the  ftrength  of  one  to  ten  over  hydrometer 
46  Proof.” 


r  ^  ^  •>  r  "  t  i  . 

y/  /  x,  /  /  The  alteration  of  the  former  Law  here  propofed,  is* 


r* , 


£  *  c  t^ie  Duty  not  charged  as  before,  upon  the 


P^ve  produce  of  fifteen  gallons  of  Spirits  to  the 
'  M^M^undred  9  but  that  it  £hall  be  charged  upon  the 

M  iWafi  itfelf:  And  at  the  fame  time  to  check  the  ftock 

of  Spirits  in  the  hands  of  the  Diftiller,  his  credit  is  to 
zv  limited  to  twenty  gallons,  one  to  ten  over  for  every 

hundred  gallons  of  Wafli,  in  place  of  the  fifteen  for- 
\  ^  mei'ly  given;  fo  that  by  thefe  means,  the  furplus  of 

*  *//  f  J  *  A  .  W*.  J  /  ,  f* 

/  ^ 

/r-sr 


/,  —  -  -  - 


feven 


«  ;ft-7  ))  ' 

feven  gallons  will  be  fecured,  by  exprefs  law,  to  the 
Manufacturer. 


The  new  Duties  thus  propofed,  are  declared  to  be 

.  .  r  J\  r  .  '  •.  rl  .  .  f  -  y 

tantamount  to  the  former  Rates  paid  before  the  A£t 
of  the  1 9th  «of  hii  prelent  Majefty  ;  but  are  not  meant 


to  be  tantamount  to  th^  Duties  payable  ‘by  the  faid^^/ 


Acts  of  the  1  othj  20th,  21ft,  and  2  2d  of  his  prei'ent ^L,J  A 

t  •  r  %  r  *•  -  r  1  * 

Majefty’s  Reign,  which  are  therefore  declared  to  be 

difcontinued.  noiJitfiftaoD  InaoiioM 


-) 


r . 


_  f  ■> 

; .  ‘  >  j  .  1  . 1 1 

1  •  - 


And  as  to  the  carriage  and  removal  of  the  fa  id 
Spirits,  it  is  propofed  to  be  enafted,  “  That  all  per- 
«  fons  demanding  fuch  permit  in  England,  or  Wales, 

I  ^  ^  .LX  .  m  ^  #•  * 

«  or  Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  fliall,  in  the  re- 
«■  queft  note,  fpecify  the  quantk$Mua«Wit£4  °f  Bril. 

r  f  t  *  _  *  •  r  r 

“  tifl^  Spirits ;  alfo,  fpecifying  the  contents  of  the  fe- 

«.  r  »  »  •  #  f  r  *  .  T 

veral  veffels,  or  other  packages,  containing  the  fame, 
«  and  the  mode  of  conveyance,  whether  by  land  c  ir- 
*c  riage  or  water  :  That  all  Spirits  removed  under 
u  falfe  deferiptions  (hall  be  feized,  and  that  every  per- 


«  mit 


\  28  ) 

«  unit  {hall  be  made  to  correfpond  with  the  requeft 


>> 


“  note. 


/i**  Thefe  are  all  the  reftriftions  propofed  to  bedaid 

v  the  removal  of  Spirits  from  the  mod  remote  places 

England  to  London  ;  and,  all  of  them  are  already 
^^raaifed  in  Scotland.  ,  T  , 

^  'fhe  Framers  of  the  Bill  have  not  ventured  to  violate 
A  s t]ie  National  Conftitution,  and  the  Rights  of  the  Sub- 

yfl  <* /  O)  •  ,  .  . 

jeQ-?  by  exprejsly  limiting  the  manufacture  to  the  con- 

V 


,  -1  -r 


fines  of  London,. 


C  i  T 


.O 


-j.no 


£✓*  Zks&t 


V  c-  ^ 


So  that,  if,  as  tire  London  Diftiliers  affirm,  the 
Excife  Laws  cannot  receive  execution  out  of  the  pale 
of  the  ’  then  ■  the  whole  Country  of 

*** 6 x^c/y  England  and  Wales  are  (till  to  enjoy  the  prefumed  acb 

*>  vantage  of  defrauding  the  Revenue  in  this  bufineL.. 

/  -?i7 1  A#-  z^C Tri  r  ,  .  1,7 

k  c  lr  charges  or  this  nature,  unattended  by  an  atom  of 

'  evidence,  are  to  be  admitted  as  the  ground-work  of  new 

Laws, 


i 


Laws,  the  Traders  in  the  Capitol  have  only  to  extend 
their  accufation  to  the  Manufacture  of  every  fpecies 
of  Excifeable  Goods,  in  order  to  concentrate  the  whole 
in  London. 

The  Bill  further  contains  a  number  of  rules  and 
reftriftions,  borrowed  from  the  former  Excife  Laws ; 
with  a  very  few  alterations,  the  value  of  which  can 
only  appear  from  experience. 

'+  -r  f  *  r*.  t  j  ,  f  r  /*■  V  i 

So  much  for  England ,  Wales ,  and  the  Town  of  Ber« 
Tvick  upon  Tweed. 

The  fecond  part  of  the  Bill  relates  to  Scotland . 

The  difcontinuance  of  the  Duties  of  the  i  pth,  30th, 
2  1  ft,  and  2  2  d  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  is  declared  to 
extend  to  that  Country.  After  which  is  to  be  found 
the  following  mod  extraordinary  preamble,  introduc¬ 
tory  of  the  New  Syftem. 


I 


u  And 


“  And  whereas  of  late  years,  great  quantities  of 
“  Britifh  Spirits ,  manufactured  from  Corn  in  that  part 
“  of  Great  ^Britain  called  Scotland,  have  been  exported 
u  from  thence  to  England ;  and  whereas,  Low  Wines 
u  and  Spirits,  manufactured  from  Corn  in  Scotland, 
u  are  exempted  from  the  payment  of  certain  Duties, 
“  granted  by  two  feveral  ACts,  made  in  the  i  6th  and 
u  24th  years  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty  George 
“  the  Second,  on  Low  Wines  and  Spirits  manufactured 

66  from  Corn,  in  any  other  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
64  And  whereas,  Britifh  Spirits  manufactured  in  Scot- 

a  land  have,  on  their  exportation,  been  charged  with, 
“  and  paid  a  Duty  of  eleven  pence  and  two  parts  in 
u  three  per  gallon,  as  equivalent  to  the  faid  Duties,  granted 
“  in  and  by  the  faid  two  ACts.  And  whereas  the  faid 
“  equivalent  or  equalizing  Duty  C as  it  is  called.)  hath 
44  been  charged  on  the  quantity  of  Spirits  fo  ex- 
44  ported,  without  regard  to  their  extraordinary  flrength , 
44  which  is  ufually  fo  great,  that  for  the  moft  part 
44  every  hundred  gallons  of  fuch  Spirits  are  found 
44  to  contain  150  to  140  gallons  of  Spirits,  at  the 

44  flrength 


(  3i  ) 

“  ftrength  of  hydrometer  Proof ;  whereby  his  Ma ■« 
“ jeflfs  Revenues  have  been  impaired ,  the  En h 

“  Manufacturers  under  fold  in  their  own  Country , 
“  ^0  their  great  lofs .  And  whereas,  not  only  the  Duties 
“  upon  Low  Wines  and  Spirits  made  from  Com  in 
“  Scotland  for  home  confumption,  but  alfo  the  Duties 
“  upon  Malt  there  manufactured,  have  been,  and  (till 
u  are,  confiderably  lower  than  the  Duties  payable  and 
charged  upon  thofe  Commodities  made  in  England  for 
a  home  confumption ;  and  although  it  may  be  expedL 
66  ent,  that  the  Duties  upon  Low  Wines  and  Spirits, 
“  made  and  confirmed,  in  Scotland,  (houlcl  be  conti- 
nued  during  the  continuance  of  this  Aft,  at  the  fame 
“  Rates  as  the  fame  flood  before,  and  until  the  paf- 
“  fing  of  the  faid  recited  Aft  of  the  i  9th  year  of  his 
“  Ma  jelly’s  Reign  ;  yet  it  was  equally  reafonable  and  ex-* 
“  pedient,  that  during  the  time  aforefaid,  Spirits  made 
“  in  Scotland,  and  exported  or  fent  for  confumption  to 
«  England  and  Wales,  and  the  Town  of  Berwick 
«  upon  Tweed,  fliould  be  charged  with  a  Duty  really* 
“  equivalent  tantamount  to  the  Duties  impofed  by 

“  this 


\ 


(  52  ) 

“  this  Aft  upon  materials  for  extrafting  Britifli  Spirits 
u  made  in  England  and  Wales,  and  the  Town  of 
“  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  for  home  confumption.” 

This  preamble  Bates  three  diftinft  matters  of  faft. 

Trimo,  That  quantities  of  Britifh  Spirits  have  lately 
been  manufactured  in  Scotland,  and  thence  imported 
into  England. 

This  is  true — The  annihilating  of  that  branch  of 
Trade  is  the  foie  purview  of  the  Bill  in  queftion. 


*The  Framers  of  it  could  not  help  terming  the  Spirits 
y  D  /,/  '  Britifh  ;  and  if  they  are  Bntijh ,  upon  what  principle 

fl  /t*.  V  '  ■ — - -*■ — 

4  __  can  the  Trade  in  jhem,  or  the  carriage  from  one  place 

^  to  another,  be  confidered  as  a  wrong,  and  an  evil  that 

requires  a  remedy  or  a  prohibition? 


'C'J  At- 


/  /  //  ^  is  not  many  years  ftnce  great  quantities  of  Britifli 

c  111  ~  — "•*'■  ■■ — - - 

,„.Q  /^/Spirits  manufactured  in  London,  and  fold  under  the 


.  * 


^2 


title  of  Brandy,  Gin,  and  other  Foreign  Spirits,  at  high 

prices, 


« 


prices,  were  fent  into  Scotland,  and  there  fold  ;  yet  no 
man  in  that  Country  ever  conceived  it  to  be  a  wrong, 
or  thought  of  making  a  complaint,  although  the  Scot-* 
tifh  Diftillers  thereby  fullered.  Great  quantities  0f 


London  Porter  and  Englifh  Ale  have  been,  and  con- 


0 


tinue  to  be,  exported  and  confamed  in  Scotland,  to  the 
ruin  of_  their  own  Breweries,  9  without  a  murmur  upon^ 
the  part  of  the  Country  or  the  private  Manufacturers.  ^  y*.  sfa 

If  ideas  of  prohibition,  non-importation,  and  difunion,  J  ^  ^  ^ 

are  encouraged,  and  fuffered  to  become  the  objects  of  ^ 

South  and  North  Britain,  the  latter  will  have  no  rea-^^>t  /%+ 

foil  to  complain.  The  whole  produce  of  her  Land-z^^i  c3^^a, 

rents  and  her  Induftry  are  at  this  moment  annually  q  ft 

drawn  into  England,  for  goods  manufactured  there, 

and  confirmed  in  Scotland.  From  broad  cloth,  to  the 

befom  which  fweeps  the  fhop,  every  thing  ufed  and 


retailed  in  the  City  of  Edinburgh,  is  well  known  to  be 


Englifh.  The  Trade  of  Leith  confilts  of  nothing  elfe 


but  an  importation  of  goods  from  London,  for  retail  ^■fsy 
in*the  North.  If  then  the  exportation  of  a  Angle 


article  from  Scotland  is  to  create  fuch  mean  jealoufy — * 

..  ..  K  i  If 


If  the  Trade  of  Spirits  is  to  be  checked  in  its  infancy, 
becaufe  a  few  Diftillers  in  London  find  themfelves 

obliged  to  part  with  a  little  of  their  profits — let  the  prodi* 
gious  influx  of  Porter,  and  of  Ale  and  Groceries,  from  Eng-i 
land  to  Scotland,  be  confidered  as  an  evil,  and  reftrifted 
or  prevented.  Scotland  will  gain  more  in  one 
year  than  fhe  can  lofe  in  thirty,  by  the  Bill  in  queftiom 

'•  -  •-  'J  ‘  -  i  .  i 

The  next  faft  in  the  Preamble  is,  That  the  Corn 
Spirits  in  Scotland,  made  for  home  confumption,  are 
exempted  from  the  Duties  of  the  i  6th  and  24th;  and 
that  a  Duty  equivalent  to  thefe  has  been  charged-  upon 
the  quantities  exported  to  England. 

This  is  literally  true ;  and  the  queftion  arifes,  whether 
or  not  the  equalizing  Duties  are  (as  the  Preamble  ex* 
prefles  it)  really  equivalent  tantamount  to  the  Dutieo  of 
the  1  6th  and  24th. 


It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  the  Scots  Difliller^pay# all 
the  Duties  levied  in  England,  thefe  of  the  1 6th  and 
2  4th  excepted.  Thefe  Duties  amount  to  eleven  pence 


two 


(  55  )' 


two  thirds  per  gallon  ;  and  accordingly,  eleven  pence  two 
thirds  is  actually  paid  upon  every  gallon  Jhipped  to 
England .  Still  then  the  balance  between  the  South 
and  the  North  Hands  even. 


/i  a^/2 


The  third  circumftance  is,  that  this  equalizing  Duty 
is  charged  upon  the  quantity ,  and  not  the  Jlren^th  of 
the  Spirits;  u  Whereby  His  Majefty’s  Revenue  has 
“  been  impaired,  and  the  Englifh  Manufacturers  under?-* 
<6  fold  in  their  own  Country,  to  their  great  lofsT 


It  is  an  univerfal  principle,  that  no  Man  or  fet  of 
Men,  in  Great  Britain,  are  entitled  to  any  preference 
in  the  payment  of  public  Duties1 ,  whether  direCtly 
or  indirectly,  fo  as  to  enable  them  to  underfell  other 
Traders-  The  Scottifh  Diftillers  pretend  not  to  any 

fuch  illegal  privilege  ;  and  therefore,  the  difpute  re* 

% 

folves  into  a  queftion  of  Ample  fa£t- 


Jt  has  already  been  diftinCtly  fiiown,  that  the  afler* 
tion  in  the  Bill  is  not  a  fabl ;  and  that  the  Scottish  Spi* 

rits 


(  5^  ) 


rits  have  paid,  and  do  continue  to  pay>  more  Duties  than 

/  T)  if  thofe  manufactured  by  the  Traders  who  complain.  It 
i  _  _  _ _ i - - — - — - - 


/-i  jx-  j 


c/A-C- 


Outfit*  n°t  true,  therefore,  that  his  Maje fly's  Revenue  has 
been  impaired  ;  neither  is  it  true,  that  the  Englifh  Manu* 


JU 


A#*?  faCturers  have  been  underfold,  the  prices  of  the  Scottifh 


* 


//i)  #4  Spirits  being  the  fame  with  their  own.  If  any  diffe¬ 
rence  exifled,  it  arole  from  the  caufes  which  have  been 

* 

pointed  out,  and  not  from  inequality  in  the  payment 
of  the  Duties.  The  language  of  the  Preamble,  fo 
far  from  being  Parliamentary,  is  unfit  to  be  ufed  by 
Britijh  Subjet  is.  It  is  the  peevifh  exprellion  of  a  few 
angry  Individuals,  who,  accuftomed  to  monopoly,  can-< 
not  bear  with  temper  the  lead  partition  of  their  Trade , 
or  diminution  of  their  gains.  The  generality  of  the 
Scottifh  Manufacturers  are  daily  underfold  in  every  ar-* 
tide,  in  their  own  Country  (if  fuch  a  term  is  to  be  fuf* 
fered)  and  that,  both  to  the  great  lofs  of  the  Country 
and  themfelves ;  yet  none  of  them  ever  conceived  the 
idea  of  affronting  the  Legiflature,  by  the  demand  of 
fuch  an  invidious  and  illiberal  remedy  as  the  Plan  of 
this  Bill  prefents. 

At 


(  57  ) 

At  any  rate,  if  it  fhall  be  found,  that  the  Scottifh 
Trader  does  enjoy  any  advantage  by  the  prefent  mode 
of  paying  the  equalizing  Duty,  all  that  the  Law  or  the 
Conftitution  requires,  is,  that  the  error  be  reftified,  by  a 
fimple  addition  of  the  difference. 


The  fourth  and  laft  circumftance  is,  that  the  Duties 
upon  Malt  are  lower  in  Scotland  than  in  England. — - 
Anfwered^That  the  difference  upon  this  article  is  more  C 


than  repaid,  by  the  prefent  mode  of  charging  the  DutyV^  ^  4*/^ 


upon  Scottifh  Spirits.  Though  it  were  not  fo,  all  that  /.  /,  - 

— 1 — - - - “*■ - - '  °  9/ 

can  be  demanded  is,  that  the  difference  of  the  ^  9 

Malt  Duty  be  liquidated,  and  added  to  the  equalizing/^ A 

'H  *rA  <-  /  Z 

Duty.  ,  .  "  -  /  £>  ^ 

s,  _  *  ,  ... 

Under  pretence,  then,  of  amending  the  fup-*  ^' 
pofed  errors  before  mentioned,  in  the  equalization  of  r 
the  Scottifh  Duties,  the  London  Diflillers  have,  with 


invidious  ingenuity,  ranfacked  the  whole  Revenue 
Laws  for  reftriftions,  prohibitions,  and  fliackles ;  worked 
them  up  into  a  fyftem;  and  without  remorfe,  have 

L  pro** 


(  5«  ) 

propofed,  that  the  whole  {hould  be  accumulated 

on  the  Scottifli  Trade,  by  A£t  of  Parliament. - 

A  plain  prohibition  of  Commerce  with  England  would 
have  been  lefs  hoftile  in  appearance,  and  more  candid 
in  method. 

,  V  '  .  .  i  *  *  ' 

The  firft  enaftment  in  the  Bill  is,  that  all  the  former 
Duties  paid  upon  Spirits,  exported  to  England,  fhould 
be  difcontinued,  and  the  feveral  Rates  following,  fub- 
ftituted  in  lieu  thereof,  to  be  paid  by  the  Importer  before 
landing  of  the  fame ,  viz.  For  every  gallon  of  raw  Spi¬ 
rits,  of  the  ftrength  of  one  to  ten  over  hydrometer 
Proof,  made  from  Malt  or  Corn,  the  fum  of  two  findings 
and  eleven  pence  ;  and  fo  in  proportion,  for  other  ma^ 
terials. 

■  .  '  »  '  V 

It  will  here  be  noticed,  that  Scotland,  fo  far  as  re¬ 
gards  the  matter  of  Diftillery,  is  to  be  difunited  from 
England,  and  held  to  be  a  Foreign  Country .  The 
Duties  are  not  to  be  paid  in  Scotland ,  nor  to  be  under 
the  management  of  the  Scots  Board  of  Excife  ;  but,  like 

Spirits 


/ 
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Spirits  front  the  Continent,  to  be  entered  and.  paid  for  at 
the  Engliffi  port  when  landed. — This  implies  a  direct  and 
heavy  charge  of  grofs  incapacity  again!!  the  Scottilh 
Boards  of  Excife  and  Cuftoms;  an  incapacity  which  is 
fuppofed  not  to  be  wanting  in  every  common  Englifh 
Officer,  from  Berwick  to  the  Land's  End.  The 
Cuftom-houfe  of  Berwick  can  excife  Scottiffi  goods,  and 
give  them  a  permit  to  any  port  or  place  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;  while  the  Scottiffi  Boards  can  neither  do  one 
nor  the  other. 


This  Duty  is  to  be  levied  not  upon  the  Wajb ,  as  in 
England,  but  upon  the  a  blued  quantity  of  Spirits  ■  and 
that  quantity  is  to  be  encreafed  in  the  number  of  gal-  ^  3*'/*'*f*y 
Ions,  or  reduced  in  point  of  ftrength,  to  one  to  ten  over^  ^ 
hydiometer  Proof.  /,,  /i<t 

t+Ais/is  yA-  fiy  .i 

'A*  SAa'  >*-  Is 

By  this  means,  the  Ldndon  Diftillers  promile  to  fe*  ,4  ^;^ 
cure  themfelves  in  whatever  quantities  of  Spirits  they 
are  prefently  able  to  draw,  or  which  future  difeoveries' ^ 
may  enable  them  to  draw  from  their  Grain;  while 

y  t  rv/- 

thjA 


i 
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the  Scottish  Diftiller  is  cut  off  from  every  chance  of  that 

*  \  v. 

kind,  by  having  the  Duties  charged  upon  the  Spirits ,  and 
/,  /  .  t  jty  thole  Spirits  reduced  to  one  to  ten  over  hydrometer  Proof: 
/L^  /<  +  ^  limitation  jn  poiirLQlLilxe^^  only  fuits  the 

M-  J'-?-  '  /*r  conveniency  of  the  London  Diftillers,  and  to  which  the 
A }  wholeKingdom  isupon  that  account  to  befubjedied.  It  may, 

4  •£  As 


tv  .  indeed,  be  faid,  that  the  London  Diftillers  have  checked 
^  y  ^  a  their  furplus,  by  taking  credit  for  no  more  than  twenty ~ 

j  zy/r/L  i^two  gallons  to  the  hundred,  with  the  Excife  Officer; 

but  it  is  well  known,  that  in  the  City  of  London  this 
provifo  only  .Gives  appearances.  The  furplus  can  there 
//  ^ eafily1  difpofed  of,  againft  every  poftible  reftraint. — 

&  ^The  London  Diftillers,  as  they  fay  in  their  Pamphlet, 

s/JrL'Jr  t  y  ✓£<  .  .  ' 

[  UP011  the  fPot’  holding  a  friendly  connexion 

with  the  Reftifiers  and  Compounders and  there-* 
can  manage  this  bufmefs  in  a  manner  impoffible  to 
Manufacturers  in  the  Country. 


- -  L, 


—  ~  7*-\  ' 

yic  ^  ^  ‘ 


Thefe  particulars  are  of  themfelves  fufKcient  to  ex-, 
elude  Scotland  from  any  part  of  this  Trade;  but  the 
City  Diftillers  are  far  from  being  fatisfied. 


-  /■ 


The 


(  4i  ) 


The  circumftance  of  making  the  Duties  payable,  n  % 
upon 
forts 

Scotland,  by  the  following  mod  invidious  and  unne- 


ceflary  embarraffments  and  reftraints,  impoffible  to  be 


complied  with  by  any  Trader. 


Firft,  it  is  propofed,  that  the  houfes  for  making 
Spirits  for  the  Engliflh  Trade,  fhall  be  efpecially_em< 


tered  in  the  Books  of  Excife  for  that  purpofe. 


This  is  .fo.  Jfar0reafonable,  and  will  be  literally  com¬ 


plied  with. 


_ 


The  fecond  condition  is,  that  all  Spirits  made  in 
Scotland ,  for  the  Englijh  Trade ,  (hall  be  confidered  in 
Scotland  as  made  for  exportation ;  and  confequently, 
a  all  and  Angular  Acts,  now  in  force,  for  regulating  the 
«  brewing  of  Wort  and  Wafli,  the  making  of  Low 
a  Wines,  and  for  making,  diddling,  extracting,  rec- 
«  tifying,  compounding,  keeping,  fecuring,  and  fliip- 
a  ping  of  Britifh  Spirits,  Compounds,  and  Britifli 


M 


“  Brandy, 


(  42  ) 

«  Brandy,  for  exportation,  from  Great  Britain  to  Fo- 
«  reign  Parts ;  and  all  and  fingular  exemption  from  Du- 
u  ties,  and  allowances  for  wafte  in  rectifications,  and  all 
u  privileges,  powers,  authorities,  benefits,  regulations, 
“  provisions,  pains,  penalties,  methods,  rules,  claufes, 
“  and  matters  and  things  therein  refpeCtiyely  contained, 
“  or  thereby  given,  prefcribed,  directed,  or  provided,  in 
“  refpeft  to  Britifti  Spirits,  Compounds,  or  Britifti  Bran- 

t 

“  dy,  made  for  exportation  to  Foreign  Parts,  fhall 
u  extend  to,  and  be  obferved,  performed,  and  exe- 
u  cuted,  in  and  for  the  making,  diftilling,  extracting, 
“  rectifying,  compounding,  fecuring,  and  fliipping  Bri- 
“  tifh  Spirits,  Compounds,  and  Britifh  Brandy,  manu- 
ec  faCtured  in  and  fent  from  Scotland,  for  confumption, 
u  to  England,  Wales,  and  Town  of  Berwick  upon 
u  Tweed,  aforefaid,  in  fuch  and  the  fame  manner,  by 
“  all  perfons,  and  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  if  fuch 
u  Britifli  Spirits,  Compounds,  and  Britifti  Brandy,  were 
“  made  for  exportation.’’ 

Here  the  Authors,  of  the  new  Plan,  by  departing 
from  the  national  eftablifhment  of  Excife.  in  order  to 

reach 


* 


/ 


reach  an  object  which  they  dare  not  avow,  have  landed 

/ 

themfelves  in  a  fad  difficulty.  The  fingle  fa£t  upon 
which  the  Bill  is  founded,  and  for  which  a  remedy  is 

\  t 

even  pretended  to  be  neceffary,  is5  “  That  the  Corn 
Spirits  Jent  from  Scotland  efcape  a  part  of  the  Eng- 
a  lijh  or  equalizing  Duties .”  But  Scotland  happen  to  fy  f 

have  no  exemption  from  the  Duties  payable  upon  Spi* 
rits  made  from  Melaffes ,  and  other  foreign  materials  yft£**^/*'fa** , 
nor  was  it  reafonable  that  fuch  exemption  ffiould  have/^'  ^  ?  ^ 

been  given  her*  Tlie  fame  Duties,  therefore,  have  ' "  * 

been  charged  upon  that  branch  of  the  Diftillery,  from  ^  ^ 
j  the  Union,  downwards : — Tet  are  thofe  Spirits  alfo  to 
he  confidered  as  foreign ,  and  Scotland  cut  off  from  the 
poffibility  of  employing  her  induflry  even  in  that  bufnej'sn 


The  third  rule  is,  that  no  Spirits  ffiall  be  fhipped  for 
England,  exceeding  one  to  ten  over  hydrometer  Proof. 

*  p  r  *  •  ,  .  ...  ’  .  f  *■ 

TJiis,  by  reducing  the  flrength  of  the  Spirits,  obliges 

the  Trader  to  pay  for  the  carriage  of  fo  many  gallons 

v  •>  a  . 

of  water,  which  he  ought  to  be  entitled  to  five,  if  he 
inclines  fo  to  do. 

.  <  hi  ’  -  In 
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In  the  fourth  place,  in  order  to  raife  a  check  on  the 

JVcifh ,  as  well  as  the  Spirits,  the  Wafh  is  to  be  locked 

•  - » 

up  by  the  Officers  of  the  Excife,  and  the  Diftiller 
obliged  to  produce  fifteen  gallons  of  Spirits,  hydrometer 
Proof,  for  every  hundred  gallons  of  Wafh;  and  fo  for 
other  7natericils  in  proportion  ;  and  all  decreafes  are  to 
be  charged  with  the  home  Duties. 

Such  are  the  checks  and  reftraints  propofed  upon  the 
Stock  of  the  Mcimifafturer . — The  remainder  regards 
the  carriage  of  the  Spirits,  when  made,  to  England. 

Firfi,  before  the  Exporter  is  to  be  entitled  to  get  his 
goods  out  of  the  tFarehoufe  of  the  Excife ,  he  mufl  give 
a  bond,  with  fureties  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Commit 
fioners,  in  treble  the  value  of  fuch  Spirits,  that  they  fhall 
not  be  relanded  in  Scotland,  but  exported  and  re- 
landed  in  a  fpecifc  port  in  England,  and  to  no  other 
port  or  place ;  and  the  Exporter  fhall  not  be  entitled  to 
get  up  the  faid  bond,  till  he  produces  to  the  Board  in 
Scotland  a  certificate  from  the  Officer  of  Excife  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  port  where  the  fame  fhall  be  landed.  The 

Certificate 


Certificate  to  be  counterfigned  by  two  or  more  of  the 
Commiffioners  in  England ;  and  it  fhall  alfo  teftify  the 
regular  payment  of  the  Duties,  and  the  obfervance  by 
the  Mafter  of  the  velfel  of  all  the  rules  provided  in 
the  cafe  of  importation.  The  Officers  of  Excife  are 
ordered  to  tranfmit  a  duplicate  of  their  Certificate  to  the 
Commiffioners  of  Excife  in  London ;  and  if  the  Certi¬ 
ficate  fhall  not  be  produced  and  counterfigned  within  the 
time  limited  by  the  Aft,  the  Commiffioners  are  to  put 
the  fame  in  fuit. 

— 1 * 

In  the  next  place,  the  Officers  of  Excife  are  to  give 
the  Exporter  a  Coquet,  fpecifying  the  quantity  and  kinds 
delivered ;  the  ftze  of  the  cafks ;  the  quantity  in  each 
calk  ;  the  names  of  the  Exporters ;  the  port  for  which 
they  are  defigned ;  the  name  and  burden  of  the  {hip ; 
the  name  of  the  Mafter  or  Commander ;  and  the  par - 
ticular  time  when  fuch  delivery  was  made  :  Which  cer* 
tifcate  is  to  be  delivered  to  the  Officers  attending  the 
{hipping  of  the  Spirits ;  who  is  to  tranfmit  accounts 
and  affidavits  to  the  Commiffioners  of  Excife ;  who 
are  to  examine  the  fame  with  the  entries  of  the  Ware- 

N  houfe-keeper 


houfe-keeper. — The  re-landing  of  the  Spirits  in  Scot¬ 
land,  is  to  be  punilhed  with  the  fame  pains  and  pe¬ 
nalties  as  the  re-landing  of  Britifh  Spirits  (hipped  for 
exportation  to  Foreign  Parts. 


No  Spirits,  intended  for  England,  are  to  be  removed 
out  of  the  vejfel  when  once  (hipped,  under  the  for¬ 
feiture  of  the  Spirits,  and  treble  the  value  againfl  the 
Mafter,  except  in  the  cafe  of  neceffity ;  and  then  the 
faid  Spirits  are  to  be  treated  as  goods  Jlranded  ufjon  the 


That  in  hours  after  the  arrival  of  the  (hip  at 

the  intended  port,  an  entry  (hall  be  made  with  the 
Officer  in  that  port,  and  the  Coquet  produced  to  him  ; 
and  that  the  Duties  (hall  in  days  after  fuch 

entry,  be  paid,  before  permiffion  to  land  be  allowed  : — 
And  failing  the  non-delivery  of  the  Certificate,  or  non¬ 
payment,  the  goods  are  to  be  forfeited . 


If  the  goods  dijagree  'with  the  Coquet ,  they  are  to 
be  forfeited.  If  carried  to  any  other  port  than  the 

fpecific 
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fpecific  one,  they  are  to  be  forfeited . — No  Spirits  are 
to  be  exported  from  Scotland  into  England,  in  any 
package  lefs  than  one  hundred  gallons  content;  nor  in 
a  fhip  of  lefs  burden  than  feventy  tons,  otherwife  to  be 
forfeited \ 

The  Duties  to  be  impofed  by  the  Aft,  to  be  folely’ 
under  the  management  of  the  Commiflioners  of  Excife 
in  England . 

The  remainder  of  the  Provifos  are  general,  and  com~ 
mon  to  all  Revenue  Afts* 

Under  fo  many  harlli  and  multiplied  reftriftions,  the 
Free  Trade  from  Scotland  to  England  mud  be,  and  is 
intended  to  be,  annihilated. 

The  London  Oilfillers  know  this,  and  have  called 
upon  the  Excife  to  crufli  the  Scottifli  Trade;  whofe 
tyranny  they  themfelves  complain  of  as  intolerable, 
though  entirely  free  of  the  malicious  fydem  of  redrain  ts, 
which  they  have  devifed  for  others,  “  labouring  (fay 

“  they) 


T  HE 
•  »Y. 


“  they)  under  the  fhackles  of  Excife,  a  full  flop  is  put 
“  to  all  improvement  in  the  Diftillery  in  England  ;  the 
“  Diftillers  are  reftri&ed  in  every  thing;  time,  place, 
“  mode,  and  utenfils,  are  all  under  the  direction  of  the 
“  Excife.  Any  trade  fubjefted  to  the  power  of  the 
“  Excife,  is  from  that  moment  ruined  and  undone.”* 

r 

Having  thus  ftated  the  feveral  parts  of  this  Bill,  the 
Scottifli  Diftillers  are  to  conteft  its  principle,  and  to  op* 
pofe  it  in  every  ftage :  They  have  no  doubt  of  being 
joined  by  every  fubjeft  of  Great  Britain,  who  wifhes 

well  to  the  peace  and  profperity  of  the  Nation  at  large. 

» 

The  principle  of  the  Union  is  a  perfect  equality  be¬ 
tween  all  the  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

The  Scots  forefeeing,  that  from  the  difference  of  foil, 
certain  exemptions  would  be  neceflary  from  the  Englifh 
Excifes,  in  order  to  equalize  the  condition  of  the  fub- 

jeft,  demanded  a  ftipulation  to  that  effect  in  the  Treaty. 

.  < 

The  Commiflioners  for  England  made  the  following 
anfwer :  “The  Lords  Commiflioners  for  England  are 

“  of 
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a  of  opinion,  that  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  the  Parliament 
u  of  Great  Britain  will  ever  lay  any  fort  of  burthens 
u  upon  the  United  Kingdom,  but  what  they  {hall  find 
u  of  neceffity  at  that  time,  for  the  prefervation  and  good 
((  of  the  whole,  and  with  due  regard  to  the  circum 
“  Jiances  and  abilities  of  every  part  of  the  United 
“  Kingdom ;  and  to  allow  of  any  fuppofition  to  the 

“  contrary,  wo  ild  be  to  form  and  fet  up  an  unanfwer~< 

* 

“  able  argument  againft  the  Union  itfelf.” 

r  #  r 

Accordingly,  wherever  Parliament  has  in  its  wifdom 
granted  an  exemption ,  the  principle  of  that  allowance 
will  be  found  to  have  been,  either  the  reftoring  of  the 
equilibrium  between  the  grain  or  other  produce,  na^ 
turally  more  valuable  in  the  one  Country  than  the  other ; 
or,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Spirits,  the  confideration  of  the  cir - 
cumjlances  and  abilities  of  the  fubjc  Bs  in  Scotland ,  and 
the  prefervation  and  good  of  the  whole  Kingdom. 


This  wifdom  and  impartiality  of  Parliament,  is  now 
to  be  converted  into  bitternefs;  the  mod  fevere  of 

O  not 


[I 


Able  cenfure  is  to  be  infliCted  upon  the  Board  of  Ex- 
cife  in  Scotland,  and  the  Country  itfelf  fubjeCted  to  a 
heavy  punifhment.  Upon  what  account  ?  Becaufe 
Parliament  having  exempted  North  Britain  from  eleven 
pence  two  thirds  of  Duties,  impofed  by  two  former  Sta¬ 
tutes,  and  from  a  trifle  of  the  Malt  Duty  paid  in  Eng¬ 
land,  a  fufpicion  exifts  that  this  exemption  is  in  part 
abufed. 


Such  is  the  foie  and  grand  mifchief  to  be  remedied, 
by  the  New  Bill. 


To  attain  this  great  and  difficult  purpofe,  the  whole 
ACts  of  Parliament  relating  to  the  eftablifhment  of  Ex- 
cife,  from  the  Union  to  this  prefent  moment,  are  to  be 
/V^  ^^y£C^y*epealed.  The  Commi ([toners  in  Scotland  are  no  longer 

iS  ^  /A#// to  have  the  management  of  the  Duties  upon  goods  made 

•  "  i  “■  ■»  . .  ■  ■■■■..  i  - 

f or  produced  in  that  Country . 


vy 


'  .  „  y  „  ^  Scotland  is  henceforth  to  be  confidered  as  foreign  to 

if  A  t  As  - -  & 

ft  J/fUS-,  ^^^England,  and  her  manufactures  treated  as  the  goods  of 

Foreigners. 


Nay, 


I 
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Nay,  they  are  to  be  laid  under  reftri&ions,  and  fub- 
jefted  to  forfeitures,  from  which  the  French,  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  and  the  Dutch  themfelves  are  free.  Thefe  Na- 

* 

tions,  upon  importing  their  Spirits  to  England,  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  enter  their  Goods,  and  pay  the 
Duties,  at  what  port  or  ports  they  pleafe  ;  whereas  the 

x — r" 

Scots  muft  condefcend  on  their  port  before  moving,. and 
are  to  be  allowed  to  go  to  no  other,  be  the  confequences 
what  they  may.  The  Scottifh  Package  muft  be  of  a 
particular  content ;  the  Spirits  of  a  particular  ftrength : 
They  muft  be  locked  up  and  bonded  by  the  Excife  in 
Scotland  ;  they  muft  be  attended  with  Certificates  and 
minute  defcriptions ;  and  if  thefe  fail,  or  differ  in  any 
degree,  a  forfeiture  is  to  be  the  confequence.  So  nu¬ 
merous  are  thefe  circumftances  of  form,  and  fo  uncer- 

\  r  I  #  . 

tain  is  the  inftrument  called  the  Hydrometer,  in  its  ufe, 
and  the  fkill  requifite  in  ufing  it,  that  not  a  fingle  cafk 
of  Spirits  could  be  carried  with  fafety  from  Edinburgh 
to  London. — Compared  to  that  of  Scotland,  therefore, 

France  and  Holland  might  be  faid  to  have  a  free  Com- 

. 

merce  with  England  in  the  article  of  Spirits. 

.  -  -  •  *  jr '  *  •  9  %  . 

•  SB'  r 

Though 


Though  Scotland  has  no  exemption  upon  the  Me- 
laffes  Diftillery,  yet  this  trade  is  to  be  like  wife  cut  off, 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  by  the  fame  means.  In  that 
branch  Scotland  is  upon  a  level  with  England.  The  ma- 

" tenaIs  are  foreign  to  both.  But  in  cafe  Scotland  fhould 
exert  her  mduftry,  all  hopes  from  that  induftry  are  alfo 
to  be  quafhed.  Why : — “  Becaufe  Parliament  has  not 
“  exempted  Scotland  from  any  of  the  Duties  upon  the 

“  Me^afoes  Diftillery.”  So  whatever  be  the  cafe,  the 
fame  effe£t  is  to  follow. 

The  Cuftom-houfe  of  Berwick,  and  all  the  Officers 
in  England,  are  to  poffefs  a  power  of  clearing  Spirits 
from  thence  to  London,  by  a  fimple  procefs,  which  is 
totally  prohibited  to  the  hitherto  Honourable  Boards  of 
Excife  and  Cuftoms  of  Scotland. 

A  different  mode  of  Excife  upon  the  goods  them- 
ieives,  is,  m  contempt  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  Union,  to  be  eftabliffied,  and  a  precedent  laid  down 
for  tearing  up  by  the  roots  every  Article  of  that  Treaty, 
reipe&ing  the  Commerce  of  the  United  Kingdoms. 


In 
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In  fliort,  the  Plan  of  the  Bill  is  a  plain  and  public 
declaration,  that  the  Commidioners  of  Excife  in  Scot-* 
land  either  do  not,  or  cannot,  manage  the  Revenue 
of  that  Country,  according  to  the  rates  or  method  efta* 


bliihed  in  England. 


v.  V* 


This  Board  either  does  or  does  not  raii’e  the  full 


Statutory  Duties  upon  Melafles  Spirits.  If  they  ***  '  ry 

their  duty  in  that  branch,  what  is  it  that  prevents  them 
from  railing  the  full  Duties  upon  Corn  Spirits  alfo  ? — 


Let  the  Promoters  of  the  Bill  make  the  anfwer. 


4*  'Si*- 

Alterations  and  remedies,  of  fucli  number  and  mag-*/^^  £4*^ 
nitude,  propofed  for  a  petty  error,  or  a  minute  unfor-^  ^  '^7/^ 

feen  occurrence,  mud  appear  inexpreffibly  ridiculous;^  ^  Z 

or  they  mud  betray  a  fecret  defign,  an  ardent  deiire,^ 
for  the  attainment  of  an  object  which  the  Propofers,/^  /*/£. 
dare  not  openly  or  candidly  avow. 

The  circumdance  upon  which  all  the  noife  about' 


'C^  I  j 


'/sL* 

.the  equalizing  Duties  has  been  made,  r  this  : — When^  XU^<<. 


v  ■  V’ 


the  Spirits  are  made  in  Scotland,  it  is  not  kn^wn 

P  declared^ 

-  ,  /*.  'A  X  . 

/*/.*'£  sf  sj*  <  Si  *  ** 

/v  "l<  '// 

/f-  V  /l  .  . 

X  i 


n  •/,  ">  ^  /£*J  -  ** 

f  .  V  ss>*y'  *  ^  *•  '  i//  /  /  y  v  /)  ;  s  <7* 


'  ^  7  /  ^  /p  A**-****- 


/Mi,, 


/A  ,  - 
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,',.  /,  /'  -  ,/Y  /X  XX  /XXm,  X*X?-r/y  V'SI  * /+.  J  - 


declared,  whether  they  are  to  go  to  England  or  not. 

.  The  Scots  Duties  are  therefore  paid  upon  them  in  the 

firft  place  ;  when  they  afterwards  come  to  be  {hipped 
for  England,  this  occafions  a  Jecond  payment  of  the 
equalizing  Duty ;  and  upon  an  advantage  fuppofed  to 
be  taken  in  that  laft  payment,  this  Bill  is  folely  founded. 


t 


st 


W 


Now,  if  a  houfe  be  regularly  and  fairly  entered  in 
Scotland  (as  the  Bill  propofes)  for  the  diflillation  of 
Spirits  exprefsly  for  the  English  Market,  then  thefe 
Spirits  will  pay  the  whole  Englifh  Duties  at  once , 
in  the  fame  manner,  by  the  fame  rate,  and  accord-* 
ing  to  the  fame  rules,  as  is  done  in  London. — The 
exceptionable  term,  equalizing  Duty ,  will  be  no  more. — 
So  foon  as  fuch  full  Duty  {hall  be  paid,  the  Scots  Di- 
Biller  ought  to  be  at  liberty,  as  thole  of  England  are, 
to  fave  the  carriage  of  his  Spirits  to  London,  or  any 
other  port  of  Great  Britain,  by  making  them  of  fuch 
(Length  as  he  pleafes. 


of  With  refpect  to  the  Malt,  the  full  Duty  can  with 

ygyf  juftice  be  only  charged  to  the  Scots  Diftiller,  when  he  ufes 

/  Englijh  Grain ;  but  whatever  the  difference  or  average 


may  be  (truck  at,  there  can  be  nothing  eafier  than  to 
add  it  to  the  other  Duties,  and  to  levy  the  whole  in 
the  entered  Diftillery;  which  in  every  refpeft  may  be 
confidered  as  Englifh  ground . 


After  revolving  this  matter  in  every  light,  to  try 
whether  or  not  any  difference  really  exifted  between 
South  and  North  Britain,  a  (ingle  circumftance  is  only 
to  be  difcovered  : — It  is  this :  The  Scots  have  paid  the 
equalizing  Duties  when  they  came  to  the  Englifh  Mar-* 
ket;  whereas  jt  behoved  an  Englifh  Trader,  coming  to^^ 
Scotland,  to  difpofe  of  his  Spirits  under  the  unequality 
of  the  Scottifh  exemptions,  by  the  1  6th  and  24th 
his  late  Majefty.  If  this  be  deemed  a  wrong,  or  an  irr ^ 
convenience,  let  a  drawback  from  England  be  allowed^*^-*^ 
in  the  one  cafe,  as  an  equalizing  Duty  is  charged  upon 
the  other . 


With  regard  to  the  Carriage  or  Tranfportation  of  the 
Spirits-— -Let  thofe  from  Scotland  be  regulated  in  the 
fame  manner,,  as  In  the  Bill  is  propofed  for  Berwick 
upon  Tweed,  and  other  Ports  of  England*  In  fact, 

every 


/ 


every  circumftance  of  them  (as  already  noticed)  are 
already  preferibed,  by  the  care  of  the  Scottifh  Excife, 
and  literally  complied  with. sh  Vv 


Of  fuch  extreme  limplicity  are  the  remedies  to  the 
petty  evils  which  jealous,  interefted  perfons  have  held  out 
a>  requiring  a  kind  of  National  Revolution.  The  Op- 
pofeis  of  the  Scheme  will  conclude,  by  declaring,  that 
of  all  the  Bills  which  ever  entered  the  Doors  of  the 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  this  one  is  the  moil  unreafonable, 
paitial,  ill-timed,  and  dangerous 5  and  they  are  allured, 


that  were Jts  tendency  in  the  North  to  be  fully  known. 


Jh  fltime  might  be  railed^  which  would  endanger  the 


fa  y  ^5ace  anc^  Commerce  of  the  United  Kingdoms. 
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